ANIMISM
the neighbours think it great luck to have the tomb of a holy man within their borders, and the landholders administer the shrine by manorial right.    In the course of a very few years, as  the  recollection  of  the  man's   personality becomes misty, his origin grows mysterious, his career takes a legendary hue, his birth and death are both supernatural;   in the next generation the names of the elder gods get introduced into the story, and so the marvellous tradition works itself into a myth, until nothing but a personal incarnation can account for such a series   of prodigies.   The man was an Avatar of Vishnu or Siva ; his supreme apotheosis is now complete, and the Brahmans feel warranted in providing for him a niche in the orthodox Pantheon. . . . Four of the most popular gods in Berar, whose images and temples are famous in the Dekhan, are   Kandoba,   Vittoba,   Beiroba,   and   BalajL These are now grand incarnations of the Supreme Triad;   yet by examining the legends of their embodiment   and   appearance   upon   earth   we obtain  fair  ground  for  surmising  that  all   of them must have been notable living men not so very long ago." 63    The striking instance of the 63 pp. 22, 23. Q4